
It’s Ethiopian New Year, and time for change! 
Many of you know that during our wall painting conservation work in 
Ethiopia, Stephen and I learnt to love the country, its ancient culture, and its 
people. It was while conserving the wall paintings in the rock-cut church of 
Maryam Bahera and camping in the village that we first became aware that 
many rural families did not have the resources to send all their children to 
school. Inevitably girls were losing out, depriving them of the opportunity to 
make a better future for themselves through education. Our response was 
to start raising money to help poor families send their girls to school. From 

these beginnings our work has expanded and developed. We are proud to be able to announce that on June 
22nd the Charity Commission granted Desta Ethiopia charitable status (registration no.1194896). We are a 
non-political organisation and provide help where it is most needed. Desta means joy in Amharic and 
Tigrinya, and we intend optimism for Ethiopia’s future to suffuse all the efforts of our new organisation. We 
are now in the process of setting up a website and an email address for the charity so we will keep you 
posted. 
Now the country is in the grip of civil war and people are in more need than ever. To date Desta Ethiopia has 
focused on Tigray where suffering has been greatest. The situation there has intensified since June 28th 
following the imposition of a blockade on the region by central government. The airport is now closed and 
road transportation severely restricted. Within Tigray there is no power, access to internet or telephone 
services, and resources are extremely scarce. We are supporting 41 displaced and vulnerable women and 
babies who are living in a refugee camp set up in the China-Ethiopia Friendship School in Tigray’s capital, 
Mekelle, and we also provide help to unaccompanied minors fleeing the rural areas where starvation is rife.  

Above left: In a photo taken in happier days shortly before the war, Lisa and Stephen are with Hayelom and Hirut, two of 
the children we have been helping to go to school. On the right is Tewelde Alem, the under-manager of Gheralta Lodge 
in Howzien, where the photo was taken. Howzien and the surrounding areas came under intense attack by Eritrean 
troops last year. The lodge was sacked, and the staff and many of the local people fled. Tewelde managed to escape to 
Addis but a policy of ethnic profiling in the capital recently led to his arrest and imprisonment. Above right: Children in 
one of Mekelle’s IDP camps in a photo taken this May, prior to the blockade.  

The Gerda Henkel Foundation, which has generously funded a number of our wall painting conservation 
projects, stepped forward with a substantial grant to help the work of our new charity. However, we also 
need to attract regular donations to keep us going as it looks like there is a bumpy road ahead. If you can 
help in any way, we would be very grateful (please find details on how to help overleaf).  
 
Let’s help this Ethiopian New Year herald a better year ahead for Ethiopia’s people! 
 
 



 

DONATE: 
 
You can send a cheque or make a bank transfer:  
 
Cheques can be made payable in GB£ to Desta Ethiopia and sent to Desta Ethiopia, 12 New Street, Ross-on-
Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 7DA 
 
Bank transfers can be made using the following information: 
account name: Desta Ethiopia 
sort code: 30 96 26 
acc. no. 68649260 
 
If you are making a payment outside of the UK, you may additionally need the following information: 
BIC: LOYDGB21446 
IBAN:GB36 LOYD 3096 2668 6492 60 
bank address: OLDHAM BIRMINGHAM OSC 4, ARIEL HOUSE, 2138 COVENTRY ROAD, SHELDON, B26 3JW, 
Phone: (121) 7411380, BIRMINGHAM 
 

GIFTAID IT: 
 
If you are a UK taxpayer, the value of your donations can be increased by 25% under the Gift Aid scheme at 
no extra cost to you. Simply fill in the accompanying form, scan it and return it to lshekede@rickerby-
shekede.com, or send it by post to 12 New Street, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 7DA. 
 
 
 

THANK YOU! 


