
I am writing to ask for your support for the CARITAS/CAFOD Share 

The Journey campaign.   

 

It’s a global campaign launched by Pope Francis because at the end 

of this year (in September and December) the UN will agree two new 

agreements (known as compacts) which will shape how countries 

respond to migrants and refugees for years to come.   

  

Pope Francis says this is a “unique opportunity” for Catholics to put 

pressure on governments to respond to huge levels of global 

migration.    CAFOD is one of over 160 Catholic agencies worldwide 

calling for agreements that: 

  

• Respect human dignity, giving rights to citizenship and work 

• Protect vulnerable people 

• Support host countries, especially in the developing world, who 

welcome many refugees 

• Keep families together and enable divided families to reunite in 

safety 

• Tackle the reasons why people migrate, such as conflict and 

climate change. 

  

Every story is different.  There are refugees in many parts of the 

world. More people are on the move around the world today than ever 

before and each person has a different story.  

 

We are asking our Catholic parishes, schools and youth groups to 

support the campaign by joining our ‘walk around the world’  this 

summer. We’re hoping these walks will provide the opportunity to 

reflect on refugee stories, to talk, to pray and to take a campaign 

action.  

  

The facts are stark.   Every minute, 20 people are forced to flee war, 

persecution, natural disaster or poverty.  Often they leave home with 

nothing, endure terrible conditions on their journey and are denied 

the protection and support they need in their chosen place of refuge.  

  

By joining the Share the Journey campaign your parish can step up 

and step out in solidarity with our global neighbours.  Our 

commitment to walk the world (24,900 miles) will show world leaders, 

meeting for crucial discussions in September, how much it matters to 

all of us, that refugees and migrants are treated with dignity and 

respect.  

  



CAFOD's mission is to tackle the extreme poverty overseas which can 

push many people to leave home.  

We see first-hand how it is often the world's poorest countries that 

receive the majority of migrants and refugees.  

Therefore, we work with local organisations on the ground to offer 

practical support and hope for the future. 

Pope Francis is showing his special concern for people on the move 

by launching Share the Journey, a new campaign in support of 

refugees and migrants. 

The Share the Journey campaign brings together more than 200 

Catholic organisations, including CAFOD and Caritas Social Action in 

England and Wales and our sister Caritas agencies in every continent.  

Together, we will call on our all governments, and on all people, to 

play their part in welcoming and protecting people forced to flee their 

homes due to poverty, war, persecution or natural disaster. 

 

REALITY CHECK 

• More people on the move than ever before –  
250 million migrants, refugees, asylum seekers 
 

• 65 million people forcibly displaced –  
two-thirds within their own countries (DRC, Colombia, 
Syria...) 
 
 

• Most (75%) refugees are hosted by developing 
countries  
(Turkey, Pakistan, Lebanon, Iran, Uganda, Ethiopia..) 
 

• Half of the world’s refugees are children 
 

• The number of people forced to move is likely to grow due 

to conflict, floods, drought, lack of work. 
 

Please play your part and join your parish walk 
and/or sign a Share the Journey action card.  Thank you. 


