
Fr Nick is away this week 

St Frances of  Rome 
Sussex Avenue, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5AL 

 01989 564514 (answer machine) 
& St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Monmouth 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Nicholas James     e-mail:  monrossrc@gmail.com 
Tel: 01600 712029      http://monmouthandrosscatholicchurches.uk 

 

Pentecost Sunday 20th May 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

Mass Times & Intentions 
 

 
 

PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 

20th May 2018 
  

Vigil Mass 

6.00pm 
Nonie Gilbert Monmouth 

9.15am Private Intention Monmouth 

11.00am John Fennessy 
 

Ross-on-Wye 

Monday 21st **** NO MASS ******  

Tuesday 22nd 7.00pm 
Service of the Word & 

Eucharist 
Ross-on-Wye 

Wednesday  23rd 
9.15am 

Service of the Word & 
Eucharist 

Monmouth 

6.30pm Rosary Ross-on-Wye 

Thursday 24th 10.00am 
Service of the Word & 

Eucharist 
Ross-on-Wye 

Friday 25th 9.15am  Rev. Terence Murnane Monmouth 

Saturday morning Mass at Usk prison  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Monmouth:  Saturday 5.15pm - 5.45pm 

Ross-on-Wye:  Tuesday 6.15pm - 6.45pm (not this Tuesday) 

Solemnity of 

the MOST 

HOLY TRINITY 

27th May 2018 

 

Vigil Mass 
Saturday 
6.00pm 

Jill Hamilton Monmouth 

9.15am Michael Joseph Walsh Monmouth 

11.00am 

 

People of the Parish 
 

Ross-on-Wye 

Sunday evening Mass is celebrated regularly at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, Hereford at 6.30pm. 
101 Belmont Road, Hereford HR2 7JR 

Items for the  Ross newsletter - stfrances.editor@gmail.com   
or items for the  Monmouth newsletter: stmarysrc.editor@gmail.com  by 12 noon Thursday 

 

If you wish to book the Parish Room for an event 
please contact Ann McKnight upperkern@gmail.com    

20/2018          Parish of the  Archdiocese of Cardiff - Registered Charity 242380 

 

 

The Breath of God 

In the familiar gospel reading for Pentecost, St. John tells 

us that Jesus breathed on His disciples before saying to 

them: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’  It seems a strange thing 

for Jesus to do ~ to breathe on His disciples.  But if we go 

back to the Greek version of the gospel, which is the 

nearest we can get to the original words, this strangeness 

disappears. 

The Greek words for what we know as the Holy Spirit are 

Pneuma Hagion.  Hagion means holy and Pneuma 

means breath.  When the gospels were translated into 

Latin, in the 4thC AD, the Greek word pneuma was 

translated as spiritus ~ from which, of course, we get our 

word spirit. 

Although the English word spirit has several meanings, 

we never use it to mean breath ~ so it’s no wonder that 

Jesus’s action can seem strange to us.  But once we know 

that the Greek words Pneuma Hagion mean, literally, 

the Holy Breath, it’s not strange at all. 

In the Creed we declare our belief in ‘the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the Giver of Life’.  We need breath in order to 

have life, and we need ‘the Holy Breath’ ( Pneuma 

Hagion ) in order to have life in God. 

‘Breathe on me, Breath of God’ 
 

P-J Shaw 
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SICK PARISHIONERS: Please remember in your 
prayers: Rita Katrak, Ivan Merritt, Claire Niven, 
Paul Bennett, Bridgit Frankland, Eileen & Roger 
Crosby, Margaret Collinson, Neil Hillyer, Kathy 
O’Connor, Mary McCrory, Fausta Scarand, Janet 
and Andrew Baily, Margarete Denton, Eithne 
Holcom, Charlie Reeve-Tucker 
 
Anniversaries: Rebecca Smith, Hilary Hines, 
Barbara Wareing, Mona Hodson, Patrick Owens, 

Robert Penford. 
 

Pentecost Celebration, today Sunday May 20th at 4.30pm, Hereford 
Cathedral: A Churches Together event to mark the birth of Christianity, 
including events and stalls around the Cathedral in the earlier part of the 
afternoon.  Last year it was good fun with some people taking picnics etc.  
Rev. Sarah Jones (St Mary's) will be reserving places for Ross attendees so 
look out for her!  
 

Hunger lunch in Ross Monday 28th May: 12-2pm to mark World Hunger Day. 
 
 

Parish outing to the National Botanic Garden of Wales: 
on Wednesday 30th May (Spring half-term week). 

Just over a week to go – there are still seats available on the coach. 
Booking forms are at the back of the church 

or contact Janet Baker  
£17.50 adults     £3.50 12-16yrs      free for 11yr and under. 

 

Please remember in your prayers, the children who be making their First 
Holy Communion on Sunday, 3rd June. 

 

HEREFORDSHIRE CATHOLIC HISTORY SOCIETY: The next meeting of the HCHS 
will be a visit to the new Hereford Record Office (HARC) on Monday 4th June 
at 2.30pm.   This will be a rare opportunity to see their excellent facilities and 
to view a wide selection of historical documents relating to local Catholic 
history. Visitors are welcome to join members for a small charge of £2.00.    
Further information from  bmwarde@aol.com 

 

 Longworth Chapel: His Grace Archbishop George Stack will be celebrating 
Holy Mass at the Chapel on Thursday, 14th June, at 11.00 a.m 
 

Talk in the Parish Room: Thursday 14th June at 7pm: Thursday 14 June – 
an illustrated presentation on “An ancient painting at Petra, Jordan: from 
Pagan cult to Christian belief” by parishioners  Lisa Shekede & Stephen 
Rickerby. From 2006-2010 Lisa and Stephen undertook a painstaking 
programme of conservation and cleaning.  This will tell the story of the 
site and illustrating, with breath-taking images, the transformations that 
occurred as a result of the treatment. 
 

SHARE THE JOURNEY GLOBAL CAMPAIGN – there are now two separate 
walks which will take place after Mass in both parishes. You are invited to join 
either or both walks:  Please indicate your interest by signing the list at the 
back of church and encourage others to join us.  Sunday 17th June – St 
Mary’s, Monmouth Sunday 24th June – St Frances of Rome, Ross-on-Wye. 

 
 

The Parish Social Group is aiming to arrange a Strawberry Tea 
with Music on Saturday 7th July. Help will be needed - to set up 

and clear up afterwards.  There is a list at the back of church and 
in the annex if you are free to help. This promises to be a great 

event with wonderful entertainment from our talented musicians. 
 

Teas and Coffees: are served in the parish room every Sunday after Mass. 
Visitors and parishioners are very welcome. 

 
 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)—New Regulations: from 25th 
May, the law states that organisations, including parishes, must have explicit 
permission to hold your data on file. We last gathered data via a parish 
census in 2014 to determine the number of parishioners and to have the 
means of contacting parishioners when necessary and have records 
pertaining to births, deaths & marriages. The census returns are held in a file 
in the office (locked when not occupied) and electronically on a password 
controlled computer, with an electronic copy held in the church safe. If you 
took part in the above census wish to have your details removed, please 
inform Fr Nick or Stephen Baker. Thank you. 
 

Collections  6/5/2018 13/5/2018 

Envelopes £140.00 £136.45 

Loose plate £159.06 £122.19 

Other £41.80 £25.14 

Rent £155.00  

Total £495.86 £283.78 

April standing orders: £1040.00 

Rotas Readers 
Extraordinary 
Eucharistic Ministers 

Tea & 
Coffee 

Pentecost 
20

th
 May 2018 

Tina Evans Maureen, Lynne +1 Kim H 

27
th

 May 2018 Jan Wheeler Jon, Lindsay, Erica 
Stephen & 
Janet 

HYMNS 

303 

302 

924 

864 

  

http://www.worldhungerday.org/


 
 

FAMILY LIFE COMMISSION: BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
 

The Archdiocese of Cardiff will be running a course for 
those interested in supporting the bereaved on Saturday 
June 30th from 10am until 4pm at the Pastoral Resource 

Centre, Newport Road, Cardiff. The cost of the day will be 
£25 and will include all resources and a light lunch. Your 

parish will usually pay for this.  
 

 It is aimed at those who are already part of a 
Bereavement Support Group in their parish, anyone 

wishing to be part of a group or who would like to start 
one. There will be a final brief session on Saturday 7th July 
at 3.30pm in Christ the King Church where the setting up 

of a group will be discussed and the commissioning of 
those who have completed the course will take place as 

part of the Parish Mass at 6pm.  
 

 If you would like to reserve a place then please speak to 
your Parish priest and either phone 02920 365964 or 

email flc@rcadc.org 
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